
Summer Term 2020 

 
In this special [and early] edition, I hope to bring you more details of the 

wonderful bookish things that children in Key Stage 2 were up to (before 

everything changed temporarily,) as well as provide all year groups with 

suggested books, activities and ideas to keep encouraging a love of reading 

throughout ‘lock-down’ and beyond!  

Easingwold Library Visit 
On Tuesday 10th March, the Year 5s were 

lucky enough to have a special visit to 

Easingwold Library. The children’s love of 

books was palpable and there was a 

definite buzz around the library as they 

completed different challenges. Every 

child in Year 5 is now a library member 

and got to borrow a book of their choice. 

(These can be returned when school gets 
back to normal, just please keep them 
safe!) 
 

Some of Easingwold Library’s favourite 

books the children chose: 

 

• ‘Brightstorm’ by Vashti Hardy 

• ‘Who Let the Gods Out?’ by Maz 

Evans 

• ‘Roy of the Rovers: Scouted’ by 

Tom Palmer 

• ‘The Boy who Hit Play’ by Chloe 

Daykin 

• ‘Cogheart’ by Peter Bunzl  

• ‘The Girl who Stole an Elephant’ by 

Nizrana Farook 

• ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ 

by Onjali Q. Raúf  
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Expanding Children’s Reading Experiences in an age of ‘celebrity’ 

authors… 

Did you know…? 
In July 2019, I held a reading for pleasure survey with Key Stage 2 children. In EVERY year 

group from year 3 to year 6, the children’s top 3 authors were (in various different 

orders): 

• Roald Dahl 

• David Walliams 

• J.K Rowling 
Whilst there is nothing wrong with these authors, we are keen to promote a wider range 

of authors and levels of challenge. This Reading Newsletter serves to help towards that… 

there are SO many incredible different books and authors out there! It has been wonderful 

to see such a positive response from children and parents so far and children are really 

open to new and exciting books. Please help by gently encouraging your child to try 

reading something they don’t normally read, whatever year group they are in. If they are 

set on a particular book/genre/author, that’s fine! A love of reading is the main thing. Be 

sure to take a look at the activities on offer at the end of this newsletter… 

Authors Send Personal Messages (and amazing books!) to Crayke 

 
For World Book Day 2020, I entered a fantastic online competition to win the school some 

hand-signed books, dedicated especially to Crayke… and we won! Children in Key Stage 2 

who were in school in the last week before closure, were blown away by the personal hand-

written messages and the incredible array of books sent to us. 



The Books… 

 Where the World turns Wild 

by Nicola Penfold 

 

Eco-thriller, 9+. 'A sense of the natural 

world's curative power runs through this 

adventurous story like a seam of gold.' - The 

Guardian. 

 The Girl who Stole and Elephant  

by Nizrana Farook 

 

A jewel thief, a best friend, a frenemy and a 

stolen elephant escape through the jungle in 

“an adventure full of heart and courage from 

a dazzling new voice” in this Waterstones 

Children’s Book of the Month. 

 The Switching Hour 

by Damaris Young 

 

Amaya has 3 days to rescue her little 

brother from the dream-eater before she 

forgets he exists. 'Page-turning, 

atmospheric, pacy adventure at it's finest!' 

 Milton the Mighty 

by Emma Read 

 

Friendship, courage & defeating fake news 

... all from a spider the size of a raisin! 

A Times Children’s Book of the Year. 



 

The Last Spell Breather 

by Julie Pike 

 

When powerful Spells are broken, an 

incredible adventure begins. 'Magical, action 

packed and a little bit scary!' 

 

 

 

 

The Secret Starling AND The Pear Affair 

by Judith Eagle 

 

Mystery adventures with twists and turns 

galore! “...riveting...Eagle’s writing grips the 

reader” - The Guardian. 

 The Midnight Hour 

by Benjamin Read and Laura Trinder 

 

Monsters, magic, and midnight snacks! A 9+ 

adventure 'fizzing with humour, scares, and 

vivid world-building' - The Bookseller. 

 

The Middler 

by Kirsty Applebaum  

 

Middle Grade Dystopia with a sinister 

edge. Shortlisted for the Waterstones 

Children’s Book Prize 2020. 



 
The Unadoptables 

by Hana Tooke 

 

We were lucky enough to receive an 

exclusive proof edition (out May 14th.)  

 

Amsterdam, 1892: five resourceful 

orphans, an abandoned windmill, puppets, 

pirate-ships, clock-makers, and cruel 

villains. 

 

The Dragon in the Library and its sequel, 

The Monster in the Lake  

by Louie Stowell 

 

Wizards, libraries, dragons, friendship, 

magic, jokes and villainy for ages 7-9. 

 

 

 

 

The Wild Way Home 

by Sophie Kirtley 

 

Another exclusive proof, signed by the 

author (we are SO lucky!) 

An unforgettable adventure about courage 

and family that will plunge you back into 

the Stone Age ... And then lead you home. 

 

Sticky Pines: The Bigwoof Conspiracy  

by Dashe Roberts 

 

Monsters, UFOs, frozen bananas, a sinister 

corporation and a madcap adventure for 

9+! 



 
We Won an Island 

by Charlotte Lo 

 

A funny adventure, in which three children 

win an island. “Joyous capers, in the vein of 

Gerald Durrell.”– The Guardian. One of 

The Telegraph's best 50 books of 2019. 

 

Princess BMX 

by Marie Basting 

 

Magic, malevolence and BMX reign in this 

'daft and delicious' fantasy for 7+ 

“The fairytales have it so wrong!” 

 

Bloom 

by Nicola Skinner 

 

Surprising Seeds, strange growths, and 

rebel girls in this ‘marvellous and timely’ 

debut and a Guardian Book of the Year! 

 

World Book Day 
I really hope that everyone has been enjoying their 

newly swapped books from World Book Day’s ‘Book-

Swap and Drop.’ Everyone looked so fantastic in their 

adventure book inspired masks!  

 

Using a book as a stimulus for some art or other 

creative activities can be a great opportunity to discuss a 

story/poem/non-fiction text with your child. 
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Developing Vocabulary through Reading 
Has your child ever asked “what does that word mean?” Books are bursting with a range 

of different vocabulary. The wider the range of genres and authors your child is exposed 

to, in turn, the wider the language they are exposed to.  

 

Encourage your child to ‘magpie’ some interesting words that authors use, find out the 

meaning of the words in a dictionary (or a child-friendly online dictionary such as 

oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com) and maybe even try using them in a sentence or piece of 

writing of their own.  

 

Class 3 enjoyed listening to ‘The Land of Roar’ and discussing the meanings of certain 

words, which we put on display: (How talented are our amazing teaching assistants!)  
 

 

Questions to ask your child when reading 
In addition to decoding (working out what a word actually says,) it’s SO important that 

children understand what they read and think more deeply about a text. 

 

• What did the character just do? Why do you think they did that? 

• What do you think the character is like? (Older children: Can you find clues in the 

text to support your answer?) 

• Which part of the story did you like the most? Why? 

• Why do you think the author chose to use this particular word? How would the 

sentence be different if they had used a different word? 

• If you were the character, what would you do differently? 

• Did you find any new words you could use in your own writing? 

• For non-fiction: Why did the author set the writing out like this? (sub-headings, fact 

boxes, pictures with captions, diagrams etc.) 



Book Suggestions for Class 1 and 2 
The Night Dragon 

by Naomi Howarth  

 

This is such a beautifully illustrated book, 

with a message of bravery and friendship. 

Perhaps you could create your own night 

dragon (or you own type!) to write a story 

about, too? 

 

 

Giraffes Can’t Dance  

by Giles Andreae and Guy Parker-Rees 

Gerald the tall giraffe would love to join in 

with the other animals at the Jungle Dance, 

but everyone knows that giraffes can't 

dance . . . or can they?  

A funny, touching and triumphant picture 

book story about a giraffe who finds his own 

tune and confidence too. 

Little Kids First Big Book of Why 

By Amy Shields (National Geographic) 

 

Lively information, hands-on games, simple 

recipes, crafts, and more. What makes a car 

go? How does mushy dough become a 

crispy cookie? What does the doctor see in 

my throat? 

You could also use this as a stimulus to 

researching areas your child is interested in 

and following some of the activity 

suggestions.   

   

The Giant Jam Sandwich  

By Janet Burroway and John Vernon Lord 

An absolute classic!   

One hot summer in Itching Down, 
Four million wasps flew into town. 

What are the villagers going to do about this 

noisy, nasty nuisance of a swarm? Make a 

giant jam sandwich - that's what! 
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Reading and Writing Activities and Events 

I have tried to hunt down the best reading and 

writing online activities for you all to enjoy, 

although this is changing all of the time!  

 

One of my absolute favourites to do with my 

own children (and I know Class 3 loved doing 

this earlier in the year, too,) is to build a 

reading den. On a sunny day, this is great in the 

garden to create a lovely shady spot and it’s 

even more effective on a rainy day indoors, 

when children can curl up with a good book! 

 

Reading 

Audible: Free audio books 

During school closures, some of the children’s audio books are available for free.  

 
readon.myon.co.uk  

Free online reading books 

 

This site gives access to over 7000 books 

to read online. All come with narration so 

some children might enjoy reading along, 

or there’s the option to switch narration 

off. Comes with in-built dictionary. All 

sorts of potential! 

Reading Realm: Live lessons and resources 

Visit 

https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/category/resou

rces/ for resource ideas, links to stories being 

read aloud and go to the Reading Realm 

Facebook page for live-streamed lessons, 

too!  

 
oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book 

Oxford Owl 

 

During the school closures, Oxford Owl 

are offering free online books for 3 to 11 

year olds. 

 

 

Oliver Jeffers: Stay at Home Story Time 

 

Every weekday at 6pm live streamed on 

Instagram, or watch the videos any time on 

the website. 

 

https://t.co/pigc4lxN30
https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/category/resources/
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Writing 

Authorfy 

 

A wonderful way to link reading with writing. 

Videos for writing ideas straight from authors 

themselves! 

There will be a 10 minute creative writing 

challenge set every day during the school 

closures.  

Website: 

https://authorfy.com/10minutechallenges/ 

 

 

 

Super Sentence Stacking with Jane 

Considine 

Jane is so engaging and has some brilliant 

ideas on how to help children develop (or 

‘stack’) their sentences. Before you know 

it, children have written an entire piece!  

Facebook: ‘The Training Space’ or go to 

Youtube: youtube.com/c/thetrainingspace 

Vocab Lab – Free I-pad App 

 

An amazing totally FREE iPad app to support 

pupils to expand their vocabulary! The app 

has 100 common words and 600 alternative 

word choices! Perfect to have at hand if your 

child is doing some writing, to help them 

‘power-up’ their word choices. 

 
Reading Realm: Creative Writing Prompts 

 

Get the online learning packs and prompts: 

https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/2020/03/17/f

ree-reading-realm-home-learning-pack-3-

creative-writing-prompts  

Reading Rocks at Home: Book-based learning 

 

Look at a book as a stimulus with Heather, 

then complete some of the suggested ideas 

together, incorporating different curriculum 

subjects. Printer not essential – alternative 

ideas given. 

Around 15 minutes of fun learning.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNIB

y-GABKs&feature=youtu.be   

Happy reading! 

Mrs Rayner 
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