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In this session…

The English language

1. Introduction

What are the expectations?

2. The National Curriculum

How do we teach spellings? How does it progress?

3. Spellings at Crayke C of E Primary School

What does educational research say?

4. How Children Learn

Breaking words down, making connections and 

word-origin 

5. Word Study Sessions in Key Stage 2

6. Supporting your Child

How can you help your child with their spellings?

Questions at the end, please. If you have anything specific to your child that you wish to discuss, please catch 
me separately and I’ll be happy to help.

After the presentation there will also be the opportunity to explore the practical activities around the edge of the hall. Feel 
free to take photos of these before the children arrive. Children will be able to join you in trying these out at 3.30pm.
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Introduction

The English language is notoriously complex in terms of

spelling patterns, as we have inherited different

languages during the development of the written word.

Our spelling system is a melting pot of different

languages, which has many rules, but also many

exceptions!

We aim to support children in clarifying these spellings

to help them make more accurate spelling choices,

whilst helping them to be more confident spellers

day-to-day.



• High frequency words

• Common exception words

• Year 3 & 4 word lists (joint)

• Year 5 & 6 word lists (joint)

• Curriculum spelling patterns for each 
year group (outlined at the top of the 
weekly spellings)

• Children in reception and Year 1 
expected to make ‘phonetically 
plausible’ spelling choices

The National Curriculum 
Expectations



• These are in your child’s reading diary (depending 

on year group) High frequency words are within                           

fdfspelling lists.

• Paper copies can be found at the front.

• If reading this electronically, there is a set at the end 

of this document.



Spellings at Crayke

Apple Class and Beech Class

▪ Children in reception and Year 1: Phonics, which 
includes elements of spellings within most lessons.

▪ Spelling tests begin in Year 2

▪ ‘Bridge to Spelling’ in Year 2 links phonics with spelling

▪ Little Wandle spelling programme after that in Y2

▪ Spellings tests in Beech help with retrieval by being after
children have been taught it in the weeks previously.

▪ Children learn about ‘rule-breakers’ – exceptions to the 
rule

▪ Children also learn the high-frequency words and 
common exception words in this (reading first, then 
writing)

Holly Class and Oak Class

▪ Some children accessing ‘Bridge to Spelling’ who 
didn’t get it in Year 2 due to revisiting phonics

▪ Weekly ‘Word Study’ sessions

▪ New spelling format, using evidence-based 
approach whilst covering the National Curriculum

▪ ‘Commonly misspelt words’ are identified

by the class teacher and react to

the children’s errors seen in school. 

▪ These will be re-visited; please

expect to see some spellings re-appear

in future spelling lists. This is deliberate.
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Rule-Breakers
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This chart links phonics with spellings, 

supporting children to make their ‘best bets’ 

about what the spelling could be.

When children have completed their phonics 

lessons, they are encouraged to use this to 

support their independent spelling choices (as 

well as a dictionary!)



How Children Learn

Meaningful Words

▪ In Key Stage 2, children are now 
given a set of useful words 
identified by the class teacher 
that they will need in the coming 
half term.

▪ We have removed arbitrary words 
from the word list that were 
following the patterns we need to 
teach. Instead, there are now 4 
that follow the spelling pattern, 
with more explored in school.

▪ Younger children still need 
exposure to enough spellings to 
repeat and revisit the patterns. 
Repeated practice is another way 
that children learn effectively. 

Low-stakes

▪ Low-stakes testing is proven to 
be beneficial

▪ Children do not share their 
scores with their peers

▪ Adult in Holly Class checks their 
spellings

▪ Children in Oak Class check 
their own spellings (looked at by 
an adult) – proven to help 
children learn from their 
mistakes.

Retrieving spellings: memory

▪ The spelling test is a useful 

retrieval tool, rather than a tick-

box exercise 

▪ Revisiting previously taught 

spellings (even when correct in a 

test) is crucial

▪ Memory games to strengthen 

ability to retrieve – tray of objects. 

How many can you recall? ‘Granny 

went to market’ game/ 

▪ Can you remember how to spell… 



Word Study Sessions

• Explore patterns 
and connections

• Focus on the NC 
patterns, but 
also spend some 
time exploring 
the other 
spellings in the 
weekly list.

• A focus on word 
origin and history 
(etymology)

• Syllable patterns 
and units of 
meaning 
(morphology)

• Letter patterns 
(linked to 
phonics)



Helping your Child

Keep it fun!
Try to avoid a battle. Having time to play games together 
and interact will be more appealing than a workbook or 
simply writing them out and helps your child’s speaking 
and listening skills, too!

Routines often work best
Agreeing a set time to rehearse spellings (ideally a 
little each day if you can fit it in, rather than once a 
week,) helps to make sure it happens.

Letter names or phonics?
Younger children need to use the letter sounds and 
digraphs/trigraphs (two or three letters that make one 
sound such as ‘sh’ making the ‘sh’ sound.

In Key Stage 2, children are encouraged to use letter 
names (A, B, C,) whilst using their knowledge of 
spelling patterns. 

Letter formation
Please support your child of any age to form letters 
correctly (guide on next page.) Children are not 
expected to join their writing in spelling tests.

Children must know the difference between 
upper/lower-case letters.

Joining in KS2 whilst practicing can help with memory.

Pencil Grip
Whilst writing; is your child holding their pencil 
correctly? This is the left-handed and right-handed 
pencil grip that children need for best pencil control.

Try not to assume

We have found that a number of children don’t 
know how to spell their middle name and some 
days of the week.

Writing their word within a sentence (towards the end 
of practice) can help to ensure children understand 
the word and recap basics such as full stops and 
capital letters.

Write it in a sentence
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Thank you

Thank you for supporting your child with their spellings 
and overall writing. Please get in touch if you have any 
questions or require further support. 

Louise Rayner 

lrayner@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk



Spelling Stations

1. Glitter Writing, Letter Pop & Balloon 
Bop

2. Magnetic Letters & Post-it Notes

3. Fortune-tellers, Fishing Game & 
Bounce-a-Ball

4. Whiteboard hangman & Spelling Splat

5. The power of Coloured Pens

6. Spelling Battleships

7. Challenge Station

8. Bought resource ideas



Useful 
Resources





Lower-case 

letters would 

be preferable, 

so that 

children don’t 

end up copying 

words in 

capital letters 

or getting 

confused.












