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Well, we’ve started this week at lightning speed and half term already 
feels like a distant memory! 

We had the pleasure of showing 22 prospective families around school 
during our Open Day and there’s still plenty more tours booked in.  
Older children did a wonderful job of accompanying the tours and 
answering questions. A special mention must go to Rosie our Pupil 
Ambassador who is an absolute tour pro! 

We’ve enjoyed our whole school writing project this week, as well as 
the opportunity to develop number confidence in all classes. I’m 
looking forward to hearing about Beech’s adventures in Helmsley and I 
know how excited Holly are about their trip to the Sea Life Centre on 
Monday.  It’s all go!

Have a lovely weekend,

Message from the Headteacher

Judi Jackson
Headteacher



News from School - Playground
Exciting News: Official Opening of our Refurbished 
Lower Playground!

We are thrilled to announce the official opening of our 
newly refurbished lower playground, made possible by 
the incredibly generous donation from the Di Walker 
Foundation. Thanks to their support, we have relayed the 
wetpour surface, installed a brand-new set of playground 
equipment and replaced all benches on site.

This fantastic upgrade not only enhances the safety and 
enjoyment for our children but also creates a vibrant 
space for play, friendship and outdoor learning. We are 
incredibly grateful to the Di Walker Foundation for their 
kindness and commitment to our school community.

Our playground is now ready for our children to explore, 
have fun and grow together with confidence!



News from School - School Council Focus
Drop-in sessions (open to all) Thursday afternoon break in 

the Hall

This half term, we will be running drop-in sessions for anyone to attend. 

This is a great opportunity for those who would love to contribute to 

School Council to have their voices heard. Pupils can speak with their 

representatives about anything that is on their mind and suggest ways 

to make our school an even better place. 

We have two focus points for next term (see the following slides) that 

we would love to hear from pupils about but we also welcome anything 

that children would like to raise. I will be there with the school 

councillors each week. We will also have games, a mix of activities and 

the suggestion box available too. We can’t wait to hear your fantastic 

contributions!

Miss Walker



• The last week in November is UK Parliament Week where 
schools up and down the country will be learning about 
Parliament and democracy. 

• We will be exploring UK Parliament through a range of 
activities available at our drop-in sessions. This includes art 
and craft activities, comic creating and games.

• We will also welcome our local MP Sir Alec Shelbrooke into 
school on Friday 28th November. He has kindly agreed to a 
Q&A session with a group of children. 

• If you have a question for Sir Alec please pass it to me before 
Friday 21st November. You can write it down or ask your 
adult at home to email me at ewalker@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk

• Please also put whether you would like to ask the question 
to Sir Alec yourself or if you would prefer someone to ask on 
your behalf. These questions could be about his work as an 
MP, about Parliament in general or about an issue that’s 
important to you.

School Council- UK Parliament Week

mailto:ewalker@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk


• We know how important our world is and School 
Council is very passionate about protecting and 
caring for the environment in order for it be enjoyed 
for a long time to come. This idea is environmental 
stewardship- acting as caretakers for our planet.

• We would love ideas on how we can help our school 
and community. If you are passionate about the 
environment, have suggestions on how school can 
be more eco-friendly or are eager to join in with 
climate justice projects please come along to our 
drop-in sessions.

•  You can also contact Miss Walker, your 
representative or put your ideas into the School 
Council suggestion box. 

School Council- Climate Justice



Reception 2026 – Application Window Open!
The website link for next September is now live and you can fill in your 
online application for your Reception new starter for September 2026 
here:

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-
admissions/starting-primary-school-and-junior-school 

The deadline for applications is 15 January 2026 and further details are 
available on the attached letter.

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/starting-primary-school-and-junior-school
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/starting-primary-school-and-junior-school


Mrs Helfferich

Class News- APPLE
What a week! We celebrated world Jellyfish Day - Did you know that a jellyfish is made up of about 95% water and 
that the biggest one is about 7ft? We learnt about Guy Fawkes and his connection with York. Some incredible art 
work was produced after a discussion about fireworks. The children took part in a glow exercise session, we then 
took part in a firework run around the running track.
This week, has been Number Confidence Week and Whole School Writing Week. Please look in bookbags for our 
number formation sheets. The children have really enjoyed participating in different activities involving ‘Window’ 
book. They tried to imagine what our view from our window would look like if the area was developed. 
In maths, we learnt about repeating patterns. The children coloured their own repeating patterns. A really busy 
week.



Class News - BEECH
We’ve loved welcoming everyone back to a busy first week in Beech class! We’ve been working on our 

number confidence, ensuring we form our numbers correctly. Year 1 children have worked hard solving 

different addition problems and year 2 children have looked at subtracting across a 10. In English we have 

really enjoyed our whole school writing project based around the book ‘Window’. We have created a 

descriptive piece using one of the window scenes to inspire us focusing on handwriting, capital letters & full 

stops and adding adjectives. In history we really enjoyed learning about Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot; 

I’m sure the children will be able to remember lots of facts!

Mrs Dobson



For number confidence week, children have 

completed a real life maths problem every 

day, practiced times tables and considered 

how we use maths in our daily lives. 

As part of our whole school writing project, 

we held a debate about building houses and 

considered how different people would feel. 

Children put forward great arguments on 

both sides and did a fantastic job of listening 

respectfully to each other. 

Miss Williams

Class News – HOLLY 



Class News - OAK
We’re trying to work 
out a way to share all 
the photos from the 
London trip with you 
securely (please let us 
know if you have any 
ideas!) 
In the meantime, here 
are a few more photos 
from the visit!



Extra Curricular Clubs 
What a busy week!

The children have really loved making straw firework rockets and seeing 
how far they can go. We also experimented with oil and water to make a 
firework in a jar and watched the food colouring separate from the oil. 
They have enjoyed making bread stick sparklers too. Other activities 
included building and balancing blocks, Quidditch, bean bags and hoops.

 Here are just a snapshot of their fun.



*Recommended Bedtime Reads*

‘Together with Grant, Cameron, and Tristan, we revisited the 

classic fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen after visiting his 

birthplace, Odense, in Denmark this summer. The town has a 

wonderful museum dedicated to his stories, as well as a 

beautifully designed space for children’s creative expression- 

it’s truly worth a visit. The older boys were surprised to re 

discover how many of the stories we know so well in 

everyday life come from him. Lovely bed time read for the 

little ones especially.

Mrs Bujwicka-Colman

What a wonderful place to visit! I’m sure Mrs Bujwicka-

Colman and the boys would all love to here if you enjoy any 

of the tales!

Mrs Dobson

Mrs Bujwicka-Colman recommends
‘Hans Christian Andersen’



Upcoming Events – Interfaith Enrichment Day
Next week, we are excited to celebrate Interfaith Week with a special Interfaith Day on Thursday, 
which has been organised by our RE Subject Leader Mrs Seligman. This event will provide our children 
with a unique opportunity to learn about different faiths and beliefs through engaging sessions led by 
visiting speakers. This is part of our ongoing work to celebrate our Year of Festivals.

We will welcome:

• Michael Marks, who will share insights about Jewish celebrations.

• Representatives from the North Eastern Sikh Service, who will talk about Sikhism.

• Tony Margetts, a Humanist speaker.

• Graham Ralph, a Quaker, who will discuss Quaker weddings and celebrations.

Throughout the day, children will spend their day working in their House teams with the chance to 
visit each of our four classrooms, hosted by one of the speakers. This format allows all children to 
engage deeply with each faith tradition in a respectful and meaningful way, as well as a wonderful 
opportunity for them to spend the day together in their house teams. 

We look forward to a day of learning, understanding and community spirit, reflecting our school’s 
Christian values of respect, friendship, forgiveness and determination.

We are enormously grateful for financial contributions from the Di Walker Foundation and CHASA to 
be able to run these workshops.



Upcoming Events

Friday 14 November - Children in Need

Children are able to wear non-uniform next Friday for this important 
event.  Clothes must be appropriate for both the weather and to be 
able to do PE in.

We request a donation for this is made via Parent Pay, which can be 
made by clicking the following link:
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=1
5553 

If children would like to purchase a bun from the fundraiser, this will 
need to be paid for using cash only. Thank you for your support.

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=15553
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=15553


Children in Need –Bake Sale 

Friday 14th November

Thank you for your support 

Mrs Gears



Awards in School This Week

Apple Beech Holly Oak

Stars of the Week
William

Wilfred Zephie Eva

Benjamin William Keenan

Gold Awards 
for Sport

Harriet Ava Lucia India

Headteacher Awards Harvey and Joe



Team Points
Team Points

Corrie ten Boom 290

Martin Luther King Jr 276

Mahatma Gandhi 270

Queen Elizabeth II 239

Well done Corrie ten Boom team!

Queen Elizabeth II

Mahatma Gandhi Corrie ten Boom
Martin Luther King Jr

Want to know more 
about our House Teams? 

See: 
https://craykeschool.org

/house-teams/ 

https://craykeschool.org/house-teams/
https://craykeschool.org/house-teams/


Please ensure that on PE days, the children come to school wearing 
their hoodies, school jumpers or cardigans alongside white or blue t-
shirts and black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms. 

On all other days, full uniform should be worn.

PE Kits w/c 10 November 2025
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Apple
X 

Beech X X

Holly X X

Oak X
(SWIM)

X 



Attendance and Punctuality

Attendance Punctuality 

Apple 94.2% 3 lates ( 1 child)

Beech 95% 1 late

Holly 94.4% 1 late

Oak 91% 0 lates

Last week’s attendance figures (w/c 20 October 2025 – 4 days only): 93.5% School Target: 96%

If you are unsure 
whether or not to send 

your child to school, have 
a look at this website: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-
well/is-my-child-too-ill-

for-school/

Please note we are now 
reporting attendance 
data one week behind

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance and Punctuality
New rules around 

attendance are now in 
force. Further details are 

outlined here.



Thank you so much to 
everyone who helped with 
the CHASA silent disco, it 
raised £340 for school and 
more importantly the 
children loved it!

Mrs Jackson edit: There was NOTHING silent 
about the “silent” disco!! Do not be fooled!!

Thanks so much to CHASA for organising 
another fantastic event for our children.
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