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Welcome back to the beginning of the academic year 2026/2027! It is wonderful to 
see the children looking so smart and settling into new routines after such a long 
summer break.  Thank you for your support with ensuring the children are wearing 
the correct uniform and have the items they need each day for a prompt and 
productive start to the school day.

This year, we intend to publish a weekly newsletter in response to parent feedback 
from last summer. Every fortnight, class news will be included in this, starting from 
25 September. We hope that the weekly messages around PE kits and attendance 
will help keep everyone on track, as well as ensuring that all children who receive 
awards are celebrated fairly.

This is a lengthy edition of the newsletter (new parents and carers: I promise it’s 
not usually this long!) to be read alongside the Standing Items document which will 
remain unchanged for the Autumn Term. The other key document to refer to is the 
Diary Dates as that will help you to know what’s going on. We aim to share updates 
to this fortnightly, but more frequently in the event of any significant changes.

Have a lovely weekend,

Message from the Headteacher

Judi Jackson
Headteacher



NEWS FROM SCHOOL



Arrangements for the Start of the Autumn Term
Reminder: Jigsaws Before and After School Club

Jigsaws Before and After School Club is available for all children who attend Crayke Primary School and is open from 
7:30am until 6:00pm daily. All new starter parents and carers have received a registration form as part of their new 
starter pack. Thank you for your patience whilst we created ParentPay accounts for you all; we are unable to do this until 
the beginning of the academic year.  All parents and carers should now be able to book their child/ren’s places directly 
via their ParentPay account.

Reminder: Clubs

Extra-curricular clubs will start from Monday – see further details here. 

Reminder: Request for Donations – Good Quality Books

We’d be really grateful for any donations of good quality children’s books to refresh our collections in classrooms and 
for our reading shed. We are also looking at the possibility of installing a small area for parents and carers to be able to 
swap books, and a refresh of our staff room library so adult books would also be appreciated!  

Reminder: Drop box 

The Drop Box is available at the front door near the main entrance for any items that need to be dropped off during the 
day e.g. water bottles/coats/PE kits. Please ensure that they are named so we can get them to their rightful owner!

Reminder: Parking

Please remember to be considerate of the local residents particularly at the busiest times of the school day. We strongly 
encourage you to use the Sports Hall for parking and we’re lucky to have this option available to us. Please do not use 
the layby for parking during the main drop off and collection times. Thank you.



We look forward to an exciting term with each class focussing on the following themes and enquiry questions in 

their learning:

Autumn Term 2026 Curriculum

AUTUMN 2026 Theme Enquiry Question Enrichment (Stunning 
Start/Marvellous 
Middle/Fabulous Finish)

Link to curriculum tree 
on website here:

Apple Starting School How do we learn the routines of 

the school day?

Visit from health 

practitioner

https://craykeschool.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/09/Curriculu

m-Map-Apple-Class-for-the-year.pdf 

Beech Shiver Me Timbers What was it like to be a pirate? Pirate Day https://craykeschool.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/09/Beech-

Class-Curriculum-Tree-Year-A-

Autumn-2026.pdf 

Holly Through the Ages How did life change through the 

Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages?

Visit to the Yorkshire 

Museum

https://craykeschool.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/09/Holly-

Class-Curriculum-Tree-Year-A-

Autumn-2026-1.pdf 

Oak A Child’s War What was it like to be a child 

during WW2?

Visit to Eden Camp https://craykeschool.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/09/Oak-

Class-Curriculum-Tree-Year-A-

Autumn-2026.pdf 
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Who do I contact?
Office staff
Mrs Bacon

Class teacher
Via school office

Headteacher/Special Educational Needs 
(SENCO)/Safeguarding (DSL)

Mrs Jackson

Wraparound care – 
Jigsaws

Mrs Charters

Reporting absence or 
lateness

Learning Special educational 
needs concerns

Family support Breakfast club

Educational visits info Progress and 
attainment 

Learning support Safeguarding After school club

Payments Behaviour External agency 
support

Attendance Jigsaws fees

School meals Friendship and social 
skills

Referrals If an issue has not 
been resolved

jigsaws@crayke.n-
yorks.sch.uk 

Allergies and 
medicine

General wellbeing SEND assessments School policies 07745 560985

Should you wish to make contact with a member of staff, the 
best way to do this is via email to admin@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk 

mailto:jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk
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Staffing – 2026/2027
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

APPLE Mrs Helfferich Mrs Helfferich Mrs Helfferich / 
TBC(alternate)

Mrs Helfferich (am)
Mrs Gears (pm)

Mrs Helfferich

Mrs Hetherington Mrs Hetherington Mrs Hetherington Mrs Hetherington Mrs Hetherington

BEECH Mrs Seligman Mrs Dobson Mrs Dobson Mrs Dobson Mrs Dobson (am)
Mrs Walsh (pm)

Mrs Walsh Mrs Walsh Mrs Walsh Mrs Walsh Mrs Walsh

HOLLY Miss Williams (am)
Mrs Gears (pm)

Miss Williams Miss Williams (am)
Mrs Jackson (alternate pm)

Miss Williams Miss Williams

Miss Ford Miss Ford Miss Ford Miss Ford Miss Ford

OAK Miss Walker Mrs Seligman Mrs Seligman Miss Walker Miss Walker

Miss Clarke Miss Clarke Mrs Peacock Mrs Peacock Mrs Peacock

Should you wish to make contact with a member of staff, the 
best way to do this is via email to admin@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk








Good news texts

Starting from next Friday, we’ll be sending home Good News Texts to all 
those children who have consistently demonstrated our school values 
throughout the week. 

We are looking forward to celebrating the achievements of the vast 
majority of our pupils who show friendship, forgiveness, respect and 
determination all the time at school!



UPCOMING EVENTS



Diary dates 2026/2027

The diary dates document has been updated again for the beginning of 
the school year.  New dates are added in red. Please do refer to this 
document to help you know what’s needed, when!  

Please note that, from next year, we will no longer be closing early at 
the end of terms and Jigsaws after school club will be available until 
6pm. This brings us in line with the other local schools and ensures that 
the offer of wraparound care is available on every day that school is 
open. 



Photographer

We are looking forward to welcoming Damian Bramley back into school 
on Tuesday 15 September to update our suite of images specifically in 
relation to reading and phonics.  

Please can all children in Apple and Beech be dressed smartly in full 
uniform (NO PE kits) for the day so that we can capture the essence of 
our school in his photos. 

If you have not provided consent for your child/ren to have their 
photos taken, as per the photography permissions form, please be 
assured that they will not be included in the images taken.



Open Afternoon

Parents of children in all classes are welcome to join us for an Open Afternoon on 

Tuesday 22 September at 1:15pm.  

This will give you an opportunity to learn about how you can help your child at 

home as well as visit classes and spend some time alongside your children. Please 

let us know if you plan to attend https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ua5Cj5tv5R 

We hope to see you there!

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ua5Cj5tv5R


Librarian Visit – Parent/Carer Meeting
On Friday 25 September our local librarian Wendy Fountain will be 
visiting school to lead a parent/carer workshop providing information 
about Easingwold Library and ideas about how you can support with 
reading at home. This will take place in the school hall from 2:30pm 
until 3:00pm.

If you would like to join us for this event, please complete this form: 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/XfZAaSmNss 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/XfZAaSmNss


Easingwold Library - visits this year

We are really excited to share with you that we 
have arranged a series of visits to the library for 
each class, each term, this year.  More details to 
follow! Autumn term dates are on the diary dates 
document for information.

Autumn Term – familiarisation visit, opportunity 
to join the library if not already a member and a 
chance to take out a book
Spring Term – author visit
Summer Term – visit as part of wider learning 
about the town of Easingwold and our local 
community



We are really excited to be able to inform you that we will be having 
visits from Bloom Elite and The Padel Farm, enabling children to 

experience different sporting activities.

Please keep 
checking the 
Chronicle for 

upcoming 
dates.

Mrs Helfferich

PE Lead



Year 6 transfers

I’m sure this comes round quicker every year! The deadline for Year 6 
applications for secondary school in 31 October 2026.  Parents/carers 
of children in this year group have been sent information directly about 
the application process.  Please contact Mrs Bacon if you have not 
received this correspondence.



EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES



Running Club/ Reading Buddies

This term, we are trialling the opportunity for children to read before school 
with another child in school. If your child/ren would like to participate in this, 
they can be dropped at school at 8:30am via the side gate, in the same way 
as if they were attending Running Club.  The gate will be closed at 8:35am.  
Children wishing to join Reading Buddies can go into the hall to spend up to 
20 minutes enjoying reading before the school day starts.  

Running Club will continue to be available in the same way as previously – 
children can be dropped between 8:30am and 8:35am and head straight 
down to the running track.

Please note this will not take place each Wednesday due to staff training 
but will be available on all other days of the week.



Extra Curricular – Breakfast Session 

Breakfast Club opens each morning from 7:30am.  Children can enjoy a 
nutritious breakfast and fun with their friends before school! It costs 
£5.50 a session with a 20% sibling discount. Places are bookable via 
Parent Pay.

T: 07745 560985 (during opening hours)
E: jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk  

mailto:jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk


Monday Craft

Tuesday STEM

Wednesday Open play – child led

Thursday Sports focus (netball/hockey/skipping)

Friday Chill

Extra Curricular – Club Session 
The following clubs are available to book via your Parent Pay account.  Each club 
runs from 3:30pm until 4:30pm and is available for all children from Reception 
to Year 6. It costs £5 per child with a 20% sibling discount.  Please contact 
jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk if you have any queries.

T: 07745 560985 (during opening hours)
E: jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk  
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Extra Curricular – Full Session 

Jigsaws After School Club is open every day until 6pm.  Children are 
given a nutritious light tea and enjoy a range of high quality activities 
led by Caroline and supported by Mrs Fowler and Mrs Ozbey-Trottier. It 
costs £11 a session with a 20% sibling discount. Places are bookable via 
Parent Pay.

T: 07745 560985 (during opening hours)
E: jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk  

mailto:jigsaws@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk


T: 07745 560985 (during opening hours)
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YEAR OF READING



We wanted to share with you some photographs of the revamped 

reading areas within school that the staff have been working on. I 

want to say a huge thank you to everyone for working so hard on 

them ☺ and also to CHASA who helped to fund the different 

furniture and decorations that have made the reading areas so 

inviting!

Mrs Dobson

**New Reading Areas in School** 



Year of Reading

September 2026
Welcome to our Year of Reading

October 2026
Phonics at Home

November 2026
Poetry and Performance

We’re launching our Year of Reading! This month 
we’ll introduce our reading routines, share a 

phonics parent guide and short how-to video, and 
begin daily 15-minute paired reading before 

school. Reception and KS1 start daily 30-minute 
phonics lessons. Look out for the Year of Reading 

assembly and simple ideas you can use at home to 
support your child’s reading.

This month focuses on phonics at home. We’ll run 
a live parent workshop showing correct sound 
pronunciation and how decodable books work. 

Teachers will host short phonics drop-ins so 
families can see lessons in action. Reception and 
Year 1 pupils will take home matched decodable 

packs — small, regular practice makes a real 
difference.

We’ll celebrate words and voice with a Poetry & 
Performance week. Every class will learn and 

perform a poem; pupils will send poetry postcards 
home and join short performance rehearsals. 

Activities include scaffolded options so children 
with additional needs can take part comfortably. 

Poetry is a fun way to build vocabulary and 
speaking confidence.

December 2026
Storytelling & Community Reading 

January 2027
Author & Illustrator month

February 2027
Non-fiction & Curiosity 

March 2027
World Book Day

Join our community reading mornings this 
December. Village volunteers, governors and 

parents will read with children around the 
Christmas tree, and KS1 will enjoy interactive 

storytelling sessions with puppets and props. This is 
a lovely time of year to share stories together and 

grow reading for pleasure.

We’ll host an author/illustrator visit (in person or 
virtual) and classroom Q&A, followed by pupil 
responses and a Crayke recommended-reads 
display.  
Author events spark curiosity and help children see 
themselves as readers and storytellers.

February is non-fiction month. Each class will 
research a topic, produce a short class fact-book 
and explore subject-specific vocabulary. The library 
will highlight nonfiction choices and we’ll link 
reading to science and local history topics. 
Non-fiction helps children read for purpose and 
builds the subject knowledge they need across the 
curriculum.

We’ll celebrate World Book Day with our theme 
‘The Day the Crayons Quit.’ Year groups will be 
encouraged to dress in colours relating to the 
different crayons. Children will imagine the 
thoughts and feelings of the different characters 
using their empathy skills to write their own letters 
from the crayons sharing them during a whole 
school paired read. Children and parents will 
exchange a preloved book in our book swap.

April 2027
Classics & Picture Books 

May 2027
Outdoors & Nature Reading 

June 2027
Pupil Voice

July 2027
Celebration – Reading Festival

We’ll enjoy a whole-school picture-book read-
aloud and model book talk across classes. Teachers 
will focus on vocabulary and comprehension 
through shared reading, with cross-age pairs so 
older pupils read with younger ones. Picture books 
are brilliant for building language and shared 
thinking. 

In May we’ll take books outside for story trails, 
reading picnics and a nature-themed scavenger 
hunt. Classes will create nature diaries combining 
reading and short pieces of writing. Outdoor 
reading supports vocabulary development and 
well-being.

Our School Librarians will take centre stage in June, 
running a pop-up library and book swap, 
recommending books, running a pupil-led reading 
café and help managing class reading corners. 
These leadership roles build ownership of reading 
across the school and ensure pupil voice helps 
shape our reading offer.

We’ll end the year with a Reading Festival: class 
stalls, performances, awards and reading tips for 
families. Teachers will share short end-of-year 
reading summaries and next steps for children on 
catch-up plans. It’s a community celebration of 
reading progress and a chance to plan how we 
keep children reading over the summer.

"Keep reading. It is one of the most marvellous adventures anyone can ever have." — Lloyd Alexander



Birthday Books

We love celebrating children’s birthdays at Crayke — and this year 
we’re asking families to consider bringing a book instead of 
sweets. A birthday book is a small, new or gently loved story 
gifted to the class; it creates a lasting memory, builds our 
classroom libraries and supports our reading-for-pleasure priority.

If you’d like to take part, please label the book with your child’s 
name and the date of the birthday; the teacher will read it with 
the class and it will remain in school for others to enjoy. Picture 
books for Reception–Y2 and short chapter books for KS2 are 
perfect; if you’d like suggestions, ask your child’s teacher. 



Reading Recommendations 

https://goallin.org.uk/sport/ 

 

https://goallin.org.uk/sport/


OTHER NEWS



Awards in School This Week

Apple Beech Holly Oak

Stars of the Week All of the children! Trixie Lance Riley-Mae

Riley Freddie Tomas

Gold Awards 
for Sport

Miles Albie Zeffy C India

Headteacher Awards Apple Class



Team Points
Team Points

Maya Angelou 207

Jane Austen 174

Stan Lee 122

Charles Dickens 286

Want to know more 
about our House Teams? 

See: 
https://craykeschool.org

/house-teams/ 

https://craykeschool.org/house-teams/
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Please ensure that on PE days, the children come to school wearing 
their hoodies, school jumpers or cardigans alongside white or blue t-
shirts and black or navy shorts or jogging bottoms. 

On all other days, full uniform should be worn. Hoodies should only 
be worn on PE days.

PE Kits w/c 14 September 2026
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Apple Bring Forest 
School Kit

Bring PE Kit

Beech X X

Holly X X

Oak X X



 Crayke Staff Shine for Cancer Research UK 
This year, the majority of school staff, will be taking part in the Cancer Research UK Shine Night Walk in York on 26 
September 2026, coming together to walk, remember, support and raise money for such an important cause.

Cancer is a disease that has touched all of us in some way. Whether through a loved one, a friend, a colleague, or through 
our own experiences, we all know just how deeply it can affect individuals, families and communities.

As we walk together through the night, we’ll be thinking of those we have lost, those who are fighting cancer, those who 
have overcome it, and all the families and friends who have supported them along the way. 

We’re proud to be taking part as a team from Crayke School and hope to raise as much as we can for Cancer Research UK, 
helping to fund vital research and bring us closer to a future where more people survive cancer.

If you’d like to support us with a donation, no matter how big or small, it would mean so much. Here is a link to the Crayke 
Team fundraising page https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/crayke-ce-primary-school

Together, we can shine brighter! 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/crayke-ce-primary-school


Inclusive Mainstream Toolkit 
 – support for parents and carers
This valuable resource is now live and 
available for parents and carers to 
access support, ideas and strategies 
from. Please do take some time to have 
a look at this website: 
https://nyes.info/imt 

Unchanged from last 
newsletter

https://nyes.info/imt


Welcome back and we 
hope you all enjoyed a 
lovely summer. 

CHASA warmly invites 
you to our upcoming 
AGM at 6pm on 
Thursday 17 September 
at the Durham Ox. 
Followed by the New 
Starter evening from 
7pm. All new parents 
and carers welcome! 
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